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LA Law Library Locations
Main Library:
(Corner of 1st & Hill)

301 W. First Street

Los Angeles, CA 90012

(213) 785-2529

Mon – Fri: 9:00am–6:00pm

Sat: 9:00am–5:00 pm 
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• Courthouse Branch Locations: 
Long Beach, Norwalk, Pomona and Torrance

• Public Library Partnerships:
Compton Library, Lancaster Regional Library, 
Pasadena Public Library, 
Los Angeles Public Library Van Nuys Branch,
Santa Monica Public Library 

Visit www.lalawlibrary.org for more information

Remote Locations

(returning soon!)
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www.lalawlibrary.org
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http://www.lalawlibrary.org/
http://www.lalawlibrary.org/
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• The LA Law Library was 
established in 1891 

• The current building was 
opened in 1953

• Largest print collection in a 

public law library west of the 
Mississippi River

- Seven floors 
- 35 miles of shelving
- 1,000,000 equivalent volumes including print 

and digital

Overview
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Print Collection

• Primary and secondary legal materials for all 50 states, 
federal and multi-state, Foreign and International materials

• Extensive historical collection including early California and 
state colonial materials 

• California and Ninth Circuit Appellate and Supreme Court 
briefs

6
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Electronic Databases

• Legal Trac

• LexisAdvance

• SmartRules

• U.S. Supreme Court Records and 

Briefs, 1832-1978

• Thomson Reuters Westlaw

• Wolters Kluwer –

Law and Business

• Xspouse

• California State Briefs

• CEB OnLAW

• Foreign Law Guide

• HeinOnline

• IndexMaster

• Index to Foreign Legal Periodicals

• LA Law Library Catalog

• LLMC Digital

• EBSCO Legal Information Reference 

Center
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Library Services

Reference Service 
in library, by phone, email, 

mail and live chat through 24/7 
Reference Cooperative

Document Delivery Service
E-delivery

Members Program
Open to everyone

Computer Services
 At main and branch sites

Circulation 
Borrower registration program
Reserve books and more…

Facility Rentals
Training Center
Conference Rooms
Office Space
Private Events (up to 500 ppl)

Instruction
Public training classes
MCLE courses
Tours

8
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What We Do

• Explain how to use legal materials

• Suggest research avenues and sources for research; 
identify and locate citations

• Explain the law-making process

• Assist in finding forms

• Aid in the use of electronic resources including Westlaw 
and Lexis (online databases that contain cases, 
codes,and statutes for all 50 states and secondary
materials), CEB OnLAW and HeinOnline

• Teach public classes

9

Finding Legal Forms 

and Templates
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Class covers:

• Finding forms on court, agency and commercial 

websites

• Accessing California Judicial Council court forms

• Finding print form books in a law library

• Locating form books in legal databases

• Creating pleadings using pleading paper 

templates
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FORMS – Not a New Invention

• Forms have been a part of the practice 
of law for centuries

• Examples:
– Adjudicated Forms of Pleading and Practice: 

with Annotations and Correlative Statutes  
pub. 1911

– Forms of Federal Procedure in the Courts of 
the United States    pub. 1894

– A Valuable Assistant to Every Man or the 
American Clerk’s Magazine Containing the 
most useful and necessary forms of writings …  
pub. 1814

12
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Categories of Forms

• Transactional 
Forms:

Generally, business 

or transactional in 

nature 

When filed, with an 

agency or office, 

not in a court

Pre-printed or self-

created

• Pleading and 
Practice:

 Used for court 

proceedings

 Pre-formatted/printed 

or self-created 

13

Sources of Forms

Court and government agency 
websites

Form books and practice guides

Legal databases

14



7/26/2023

8

Preprinted or Formatted 

California Court Forms 

California Courts provide preprinted fill-in forms 

for many common court matters:

 Commonly called “Judicial Council Forms”

 Fully comply with all format requirements

 Either mandatory or optional

 Available in print from court clerks and 

electronically on California Courts’ website*

 Many available in non-English versions

* www.courts.ca.gov

15

CA Judicial Council Forms –

Available at LALL
Fillable Judicial Council Forms are available in West’s 

California Judicial Council Forms in print and 

electronic formats:

 Four volume set, softcover

 Full-sized perforated forms

 Regular index and numerical list of forms

 At LALL, at Reference desk and Main stacks, under 
call number: [Ref or Main] KFC30.5 .W41a

 Also, online via Thomson Reuters Westlaw 
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http://www.courts.ca.gov/
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California Courts’ Website
http://www.courts.ca.gov

– All the forms prepared 
by the Judicial 
Council

– Most are fill in the 
blank and/or write 
short sentences

– Includes civil litigation, 
family law, adoption, 
harassment, criminal…

The website to 

find many 

forms for court 

proceedings

17

Locating Forms 

on the CA Courts’ Website
http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm

• Forms organized 

by topic

• Forms are 

numbered

• Fillable PDFs

• Downloadable

18

http://www.courts.ca.gov/
http://www.courts.ca.gov/forms.htm
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Groups of Judicial Council Forms
https://www.courts.ca.gov/forms-by-category.htm?filter=DI

19

Features of Judicial Council Forms
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/pldc010.pdf

• Mandatory or 
optional

• Form number

• Form name

• Laws which authorize 
use of the form

20

https://www.courts.ca.gov/forms-by-category.htm?filter=DI
https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/pldc010.pdf
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“Mandatory” and “Optional” 

Judicial Council Forms

21

Judicial Council “INFO” Forms

• Examples of “INFO” forms:

o Guardianship  Form No.  GC-205

o Small Claims Form No.  SC-100-INFO

o Divorce Form No.  FL-100-INFO

o Custody/Visitation Form No.  FL-300-INFO

o Traffic Appeal  Form No.  CR-141-INFO

22
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Instructions on Using 

Judicial Council Fillable Forms
https://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp-howtofill.htm

23

California Courts – Self-Help
http://www.courts.ca.gov

24

https://www.courts.ca.gov/selfhelp-howtofill.htm
http://www.courts.ca.gov/
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California Courts’ Website –

Forms Integrated with Legal Topics
http://www.courts.ca.gov

• For each case type, provides 

basic information about 
applicable law

• Outlines steps in the court 
process

• Forms are presented within the 
informational context

• Instructions for completing each 
form are often available

25

Example of Forms Integrated with Text
https://www.courts.ca.gov/1192.htm
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http://www.courts.ca.gov/
https://www.courts.ca.gov/1192.htm
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More Examples of Forms

Integrated with Text
https://www.courts.ca.gov/1192.htm

27

Forms in Small Claims Court Matters 
https://www.courts.ca.gov/9744.htm
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https://www.courts.ca.gov/1192.htm
https://www.courts.ca.gov/9744.htm
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Online Resources – L.A. Superior Court
https://www.lacourt.org/forms

29

Online Resources –

Los Angeles Superior Court

30

https://www.lacourt.org/forms
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Online Resources – L.A. Superior Court

• File at Home free service on LASC Self-Help page:
– http://www.lacourt.org/selfhelp/filefromhome/SH_FH000.aspx

– Guide & file program that fills out forms for you based on your 

answers to questions

31

Other Courts’ Forms

CA Courts of Appeal:

 https://www.courts.ca.g
ov/courtsofappeal.htm

 See “Courts” option on 
the California Courts 
website

 Forms for filing an 
appeal

 Open as .pdf in Adobe

Federal Courts:

 www.cacd.uscourts.gov

 District Court

 Bankruptcy Court

32

http://www.lacourt.org/selfhelp/filefromhome/SH_FH000.aspx
https://www.courts.ca.gov/courtsofappeal.htm
http://www.cacd.uscourts.gov/
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California Courts of Appeal
http://www.courts.ca.gov/2dca.htm

33

United States District Court

Central District of California 
https://www.cacd.uscourts.gov

34

http://www.courts.ca.gov/2dca.htm
https://www.cacd.uscourts.gov/
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USDC Central District of California Forms
https://www.cacd.uscourts.gov/court-procedures/forms

35

USDC Central District of California Forms
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https://www.cacd.uscourts.gov/court-procedures/forms
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United States Bankruptcy Court 

Central District of California
http://www.cacb.uscourts.gov

37

US Bankruptcy Court 

Central District of California Forms

38

http://www.cacb.uscourts.gov/
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United States Courts 

Forms by Category
http://www.uscourts.gov/services-forms/forms

39

• In many instances there 
are no standard judicial 
council or pre-printed 
forms. 

• For most court procedures, 
which involve motions, the 
“forms” are pleadings that 
you must create yourself. 

• Other examples are:

– Discovery Requests, 
Settlement Agreements, 
Declarations, Orders 

Creating 

or Drafting 

Pleadings

40

http://www.uscourts.gov/services-forms/forms
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LA County Superior Court

Pleading Template
https://www.lalawlibrary.org/selfhelp/find-court-forms

41

Print Resources

• Print resources provide sample form-type 

language (templates) used to create 

pleadings.

• Include explanations on how to use the sample 

language and examples. 

• May be categorized, as: 

 General

 Jurisdictional (e.g., state-specific, federal)

 Subject-specific

42

https://www.lalawlibrary.org/selfhelp/find-court-forms
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How do I Find Print Resources? 

Search LA Law Library’s Catalog:

• Add the word “forms” to a keyword search in the library’s 
catalog found at  www.lalawlibrary.org

• Combine multiple keywords:

– California or Federal

– Forms

– Drafting

• Subject area of law  -- such as “civil procedure” or 
bankruptcy

Example: keyword search using the following terms: 

“California trust probate forms”

43

LA Law Library’s Catalog
opac.lalawlibrary.org

44

http://www.lalawlibrary.org/
http://opac.lalawlibrary.org/
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L A Law Library’s Catalog

45

General Form Books

Federal/Not state specific

• Bender’s Forms of Discovery (Main KF8900.A3 
B46 1963) (also available on Lexis)

• American Jurisprudence Pleading and 
Practice Forms Annotated (Main KF8836.A45) 
(also available on Westlaw)

• American Jurisprudence Legal Forms (Main 
KF170.A542)(also available on Lexis) 

• West’s Legal Forms (Main KF170.W47)

Tip: When looking for an appropriate/accompanying 
form or procedure, it is best to start with the 
publication that is specific to your jurisdiction 
(e.g., state, federal).

46
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Federal Practice and Procedure 
Print Resources for 

Forms/Templates/Sample Language

Some are arranged by rule number, others by 
jurisdiction and/or topically:

 Federal Procedural Forms, Lawyer’s Ed.                                 
Main KF8836 .F43  (Arranged by topic)(also available in 

Westlaw) 

 Moore’s Manual. Federal Practice Forms
Main KF8820.A313 M643  (Arranged by topic)(also 

available in Lexis)

 West’s Federal Forms
Main KF8836 .W4 (Arranged by federal courts)

 Bender’s Federal Practice Forms                                    
Main  KF8836 .B46 (Arranged by rule number)

47

Two of the Most Popular 

California Form Books

California Forms of 

Pleading and Practice
RR or Main KFC1010.A65 C3

 Sample forms and 
language for complaints, 
answers,  motions, and 
other court pleadings 
and documents

 Topic or subject-based

California Legal Forms   

Transaction Guide
RR or Main KFC68 .C32

 Transactional rather 
than court pleadings

 Non-litigation type of 
sample language used 
for business, contracts 
and personal 
transactions

48

http://opac.lalawlibrary.org/vwebv/search?searchArg= KFC1010.A65 C3&searchCode=&searchType=
http://opac.lalawlibrary.org/vwebv/search?searchArg= KFC68 .C32&searchCode=&searchType=
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Additional California Books 

with Forms and Sample Language

• West’s California Code Forms

• California Continuing Education 
of the Bar or CEB publications

• Rutter California Practice Guides

• Matthew Bender Practice Guides 

49

Self-Help Form Books

• 101 Law Forms for Personal Use

• Litigation by the Numbers 

• Win Your Lawsuit 

50
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Legal Databases 

(in-library access only)

Lexis: 

• California Forms of Pleading and Practice (loose-leaf 

binder set )

• California Legal Forms Transaction Guide (loose-leaf 

binder set )

Thomson Reuters Westlaw 

• Rutter California Practice Guides (loose-leaf binder sets )

• California Civil Practice (bound volume sets)

CEB OnLaw

• California Continuing Education of the Bar (loose-leaf 

binder sets and paperback action guides)

51

Lexis – select jurisdiction

52
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Lexis – browse to form sources

53

Lexis – browse source for forms

54
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Lexis – sample form

Westlaw – Forms by Publication

• California County Forms

• California Environmental, Health 
& Safety Forms

• California Judicial Council 
Ancillary Forms

• California Law & Motion Model 
Forms (Rutter Group) 

• California Real Estate Forms 
(Miller & Starr)

• California Transactions Forms

• California Motions in Limine
(Rutter Group) 

• California Practice Guide: Civil 
Procedure Before Trial Forms 
(Rutter Group) 

• Westlaw E-forms: California State 
& Federal Courts & Agencies 

• West's California Code Forms 
with Commentaries 

• West's California Judicial Council 
Forms

56
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Westlaw

Westlaw

58
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Westlaw

CEB OnLaw

60
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CEB OnLaw

61

CEB OnLaw

62
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EBSCO Legal Information 

Reference Center -- Nolo Press books  

Print, save and email 
sections of Nolo Press 
books: 

• Over 225 legal self-help 

titles

• From “Always Dad” to 

“Your Complete Guide 

to Early Retirement: A 

Step-by-Step Plan for 

Making It Happen”

Available remotely via LA 
Law Library website:

• www.lalawlibrary.org

• Under the “Legal Research” 

tab, on the home page, 

click on “Research 

Databases” and look for 

EBSCO Legal Information… 

On the login page, enter 

“CA” for state and “LA” 

• for password

63

Legal Information Reference Center 

EBSCO Database

64

http://www.lalawlibrary.org/
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Nolo Books on EBSCO

65

Nolo Books on EBSCO (cont.)

66
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Nolo Books on EBSCO (cont.)
List of Forms

67

LA County Superior Court

Pleading Template
https://www.lalawlibrary.org/selfhelp/find-court-forms

68

* Again –

You’ll need 

this to 

properly 

format the 

language 

from the 

template you 

find!

https://www.lalawlibrary.org/selfhelp/find-court-forms
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County Law Library Websites

• Sacramento - www.saclaw.org

Claims; Common Forms for Lawsuits; Deeds; 
Pleading Paper; Power of Attorney   

• Contra Costa - www.cccpllib.org

Self-Help Resources  - Elder Abuse; Probate; 
Restraining Orders

• Alameda - https://lawlibrary.acgov.org/

Business Entities; Mechanic’s Liens

69

Government Agency Websites

• Most government agencies have “.gov” in 

the URL - web address

• Include links to forms that an agency requires 

using

• Examples:

– California Department of Corporations 

• Consumer Complaint Form  

– http://www.dbo.ca.gov/Forms

70

http://www.saclaw.org/
http://www.cccpllib.org/
https://lawlibrary.acgov.org/
http://www.dbo.ca.gov/Forms
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Federal Forms
https://www.usa.gov/#all-topics-header
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Commercial Websites

USLegal Forms
 https://www.uslegalforms.com  

Legalzoom
 https://www.legalzoom.com/forms

Nolo.com
 https://store.nolo.com/products/free-forms-library

72

https://www.usa.gov/
https://www.uslegalforms.com/
https://www.legalzoom.com/forms
https://store.nolo.com/products/free-forms-library
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Some Other Publishers of Legal 
Forms

• Abacus Data 
Systems

• Aderant

• California Legal 
Forms Services

• CJC Forms

• Daily Journal Corp.

• PDFLegal

• Forms Inc.

• LawCA.com

• Lawdable Press

• Rose Printing 
Company

• Wolcotta Forms, 
Inc.

73

Final Thoughts

• Many types of matters have mandatory forms 
– use them

• There’s a form for most common legal 
needs…but not everything

• A privately created form is a good starting 
point, but no more than that

• Forms are not the law. Still need to research!
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"Laws are a dead letter 
without courts to expound and 
define their true meaning and 

operation." 

~ Alexander Hamilton

(Federalist Papers)

75

Any Questions?

Contact Us!
(213) 785-2513 

reference@lalawlibrary.org
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